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In an opinion column of the French newspaper Le Monde, Jean-Noël 

Tronc, CEO of the Society of Authors, Composers and Publishers (Sacem), 

supports the European directive for Copyright in the Digital Single 

Market which includes greater protection for creative artists on the 

Internet.   

 

Every week or so a new case comes to light reinforcing the perception of the 

Internet as a threat to democracy. Fake news, the manipulation of elections, 

teenagers committing suicide after being trolled on social media, jihadist 

propaganda, hate speech, the theft of huge amounts of personal data, and so 

on.   

 

Adapting the Internet to support democracy through effective regulation, and 

not the other way around, is a path we started down when I was the Prime 

Minister's adviser on the information society, between 1997, when France had 

fewer than 500,000 Internet users, and 2002. This remains, more than ever, our 

biggest problem. 

 

Some Internet players continue to disclaim any responsibility and are 

reluctant to concede fair remuneration, or any remuneration at all, 

for creators. 

  

It is the core issue of a European Commission proposal for a directive on author's 

rights in the digital single market, which includes greater protection for creative 

artists on the Internet. A development of the European regulations of 2000, 

which are already well out of date, it is even more essential now as creators are 

dealing with digital platforms on a daily basis, the considerable turnover of which 

is essentially based on the use of their work. It's no longer a question of activist 

community websites as in the early days of the Internet, but the first steps 

towards global market capitalisation. 

 

Some Internet players continue to disclaim any responsibility and are reluctant 

to concede fair remuneration, or any remuneration at all, for creators. In 

addition, the lack of a clear and enforced legal framework creates an 

environment of unfair competition for those such as Spotify or Deezer, who play 



the game and are up against other platforms that use the income to boost their 

profit margins and their dominant position in the market. 

  

Using divisive tactics 

 

But opponents of the Commission's draft proposal, which is supported by a 

majority of MEPs and many member states, including France, are once again 

using divisive tactics to oppose freedom of expression and the right of authors 

to fair remuneration. 

 

Contrary to what they claim, the objective of the European Commission is not to 

impose a general vetting of files on the Internet, which the authors themselves 

would be the first to reject, but to make it easier to identify the works used on 

digital platforms, as this is a technical requirement to ensure the authors of these 

works are paid. 

The exaggerated rhetoric of the pirates who are violently opposed to the draft 

proposal actually serves the economic interests of GAFA, for whom less 

regulation equals more profit.  

  

In reality, what is being proposed will have no negative effect on freedom of 

expression, in fact it's the opposite: our artists are the ones who ensure freedom, 

in part. This is what Jean-Michel Jarre said when he spoke before the European 

Parliament in defence of the European Commission's proposal, reminding 

everyone that "creative artists are passionate about freedom of expression. 

Freedom of expression is the air we breathe in order to create, and we will always 

be on the front line in defending it". 

  

Sacem is on the frontline 

 

If artists cannot make a living from their creations, freedom of expression will be 

threatened. In the age of digital domination, a growing percentage of authors' 

rights will depend on the distribution of their creative work on these new 

platforms and social networks, which are capturing an ever growing share of 

advertising revenue.  

  

Our mission is to encourage the distribution of artists' work on the 

Internet and ensure they receive fair remuneration for it. 

 



A few weeks before the final vote on the directive by the European Parliament, 

25,000 artists from all over Europe, concerned about their future, signed a 

petition to support the paper. 

  

If the directive is passed as it stands, it will consolidate all the agreements drawn 

up between authors' societies, such as Sacem, and platforms such as YouTube 

and more recently Facebook. For the moment these agreements remain 

vulnerable, given the economic and political power of these digital giants. 

  

As CEO of one of the key players in global collective management, I can bear 

witness to this: in the context of fast-growing online consumerism, Sacem has 

led the way in promoting the European digital single market, which aims to make 

life easier for Internet users while protecting the right to fair remuneration. For 

example, in 2007 Sacem was the first to sign an agreement with Deezer that 

enabled the platform to launch as a legal provider. 

  

Our mission is to encourage the distribution of artists' work on the Internet and 

ensure they receive fair remuneration for it. The draft directive on authors' rights 

constitutes the essential legal framework for redressing the balance of power for 

creators. On the Internet, only the law can safeguard our freedom. 
 


